Curriculum Types in India
This article throws light upon the three important types of curriculum in India:- 1. The Activity Curriculum 2. Child Centered Curriculum 3. Core Curriculum.
Type # 1. The Activity Curriculum:
Most of the educationists have given priority on activity. Froebel, Montessori, Pestalozzi, Comenius, Rousseau insisted upon introducing creative and productive work as an integral part of curriculum. Rousseau said, “Instead of making the child stick to his books I keep him busy in the workshop, where his hands will work to the profit of his mind”.
Comenius suggested that “Whatever has to be learnt, must be learnt by doing”. Pestalozzi declared that verbal system of teaching neither suits the facilities of the child nor the circumstances of life. John Dewey defines “activity curriculum as a continuous stream of child’s activities unbroken by systematic subjects and springing from the interests and personally felt needs of the child”.
In activity curriculum, .subject matter is translated in terms of activities and knowledge is gained as an outgrowth and product of those activities. The child acquires knowledge, skill and attitudes through different activities.
Nature and Characteristics:
(i) Learning through activity is more durable than through a theoretical discussion.
(ii) Activity has occupied a central position in the curricula of the advanced countries.
(iii) In this curriculum, provision is made for a series of activities in schools suitable to various subjects.
(iv) Activities are organised on the basis of the interests and attitudes of the learners.
(v) The school becomes a workshop or a center of work for organizing different activities.
(vi) The spirit of project work, experiment and discovery should prevail in the school.
(vii) Activity should not be narrowly conceived.
Advantages of Activity Curriculum:
The following are the advantages of activity curriculum:
(i) Education becomes meaningful when the learner finds activities according to his own interest and attitude.
(ii) This type of curriculum promotes team work and cooperative activities.
(iii) It is based on the needs and capacity of the learners.
(iv)  It provides emotional satisfaction.
(v) It promotes physical fitness, alertness and initiative.
(vi) It encourages school community relationship.
(vii) It develops the constructive and creative urges of the learner.
(viii) The teacher becomes more imaginative and resourceful.
(ix) The learners are made mindful of their progress.
(x) It provides opportunities for the learners to utilize their leisure time fruitfully.
(xi) It facilitates the development of different values like social, moral, aesthetic and democratic values through activities and project works.
(xii) This type of curriculum can bridge the gap between work and education, work and life, school and society etc.
Limitations of the Curriculum:
(i) It is not always possible to provide the necessary equipment and instruments for organizing various activities.
(ii) Necessary field study and work are not given due weight-age.
(iii) Students may also be interested only on the kind of work neglecting the others.
(iv) Sometimes more emphasis may be laid on practical activities and less on theoretical knowledge.
Type # 2. Child Centered Curriculum:
The modern teaching-learning process aims at the all-round development of the child-physical, intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual and so on. It has been giving stress on the child or the learner as the center of all kinds of curricular and co-curricular activities.
The NPE 1986 has emphasized the child-centered approach, “A warm welcoming and encouraging approach in which all concerned share solicitude for the needs of the child is the best motivation for the child to attend school and learn”.
In child centered curriculum the child occupies a pivotal position. That is why, modern education is popularly known as “Paedocentric” or child centered education, particularly at the primary stage.
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The following are some of the characteristics of child-centered curriculum:
(i) In child-centered curriculum the teacher gives emphasis on the child rather than the subject, he plans to teach.
(ii) Emphasis is given on the child’s abilities, interests, growth and development.
(iii) The child’s experiences are taken as the basis of teaching and tools of various curricular and co-curricular activities.
(iv) The learner is provided with all kinds of learning experiences according to his capabilities and interests.
(v) The child is to grow on his own, but the teacher is to guide and motivate him.
The teacher is to identify the abilities and interests of the child and accordingly, to provide and promote his learning experiences properly and efficiently.
The child occupies the center of the curriculum, which is the sum-total of all learning experiences provided by the school.
Advantages:
The following are the advantages of child-centered curriculum:
i. This type of curriculum keeps more emphasis on the problem of the children rather than subject matter.
ii. It helps correlation in learning.
iii. There is a scope for active participation of the child in the learning process.
iv. Play way approach helps the child to learn in a natural way.
Type # 3. Core Curriculum:
Traditionally core curriculum includes all required content areas in the school programme. More recently, the term ‘core’ refers to type of course such as general education, united studies, common learning’s, social living and integrated programme. A curriculum based on the essential learning and a common scheme of studies is referred to as a core curriculum.
Casweel defines:
Core as “A continuous carefully planned series of experiences which are based on significant personal and social problems and which involve learning of common concern from all youth”.
A.A. Douglass:
In 1990, A.A. Douglass defined core curriculum is a projection of all basic, general training of the elementary school.
H. Alberty:
There seems to be one common element in programmes that are referred to as the core. The term is applied in some fashion to all or part of the total curriculum which is required of all students at a given level. In other words, the core is used to designate all or part of the programme of general education. The core curriculum, therefore, will be centred  around certain essential learning out comes common for all learners.
Characteristics of Core Curriculum:
The following are the characteristics of core curriculum:
(i) It requires a great degree of flexibility in respect of content.
(ii) It utilizes the problems of personal and social development which is common to all youth.
(iii) The core curriculum is characterized by a common scheme of studies.
(iv) It encourages the use of the problem solving technique to face different problems.
(v) Learning experiences are based on local situations.
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