Gestalt Theory of Perception

Wortheimer, Koffka, Kohler
Gestalt— NI

----Opposes Associationist (@W‘f’(ﬁ theory of perception.
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Gestalt psychologists emphasized that organisms perceive entire patterns or configurations, not
merely individual components.

"The whole is more than the sum of its parts."

In other words, the brain creates a perception that is more than simply the sum of available
sensory inputs, and it does so in predictable ways.

Gestalt Principles

Figure is the object or person that is the focus of the visual field, while the ground is the
background.

Presumably, our ability to interpret sensory information depends on what we label as figure
and what we label as ground in any particular case
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Organisational Principles IROPICEATERY

3) (NPOY Proximity

This principle asserts that things that are close to one another tend to be grouped together.
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(@) (b)

The Gestalt principle of proximity suggests that you see (a) one block of dots on the left side
and (b) three columns on the right side.

R) AM*S Similarity

According to this principle, things that are alike tend to be grouped together. For example,
when watching a football game, we tend to group individuals based on the colors of their
uniforms.
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) fNFfRfeRTer The law of continuity suggests that we are more likely to perceive
continuous, smooth flowing lines rather than jagged, broken lines.
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Good continuation would suggest that we are more likely to perceive this as two overlapping

lines, rather than four lines meeting in the center.

8) $T$°1T<"‘f The principle of closure states that we organize our perceptions into complete
objects rather than as a series of parts.
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Closure suggests that we will perceive a complete circle and rectangle rather than a series of
segments.




